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When the new HIPAA privacy rules regarding the release of health information took effect, medical
historians suddenly faced a raft of new ethical and legal challenges—even in cases where their subjects had
died years, or even a century, earlier. In Privacy and the Past, medical historian Susan C. Lawrence explores
the impact of these new privacy rules, offering insight into what historians should do when they research,
write about, and name real people in their work.
 
Lawrence offers a wide-ranging and informative discussion of the many issues involved. She highlights the
key points in research ethics that can affect historians, including their ethical obligations to their research
subjects, both living and dead, and she reviews the range of federal laws that protect various kinds of
information. The book discusses how the courts have dealt with privacy in contexts relevant to historians,
including a case in which a historian was actually sued for a privacy violation. Lawrence also questions who
gets to decide what is revealed and what is kept hidden in decades-old records, and she examines the privacy
issues that archivists consider when acquiring records and allowing researchers to use them. She looks at
how demands to maintain individual privacy both protect and erase the identities of people whose stories
make up the historical record, discussing decisions that historians have made to conceal identities that they
believed needed to be protected. Finally, she encourages historians to vigorously resist any expansion of
regulatory language that extends privacy protections to the dead.
 
Engagingly written and powerfully argued, Privacy and the Past is an important first step in preventing
privacy regulations from affecting the historical record and the ways that historians write history.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Privacy and the Past: Research,
Law, Archives, Ethics (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) is simple bringing you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Edward Salazar:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Privacy and the Past: Research, Law, Archives,
Ethics (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Debra Durso:

You may get this Privacy and the Past: Research, Law, Archives, Ethics (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jason Norfleet:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Privacy and the Past: Research, Law, Archives, Ethics (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) when you essential it?
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