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No nation is a stranger to war, but for Russians war is a central part of who they are. Their “motherland” has
been the battlefield where some of the largest armies have clashed, the most savage battles have been fought,
the highest death tolls paid. Having prevailed over Mongol hordes and vanquished Napoleon and Hitler,
many Russians believe no other nation has sacrificed so much for the world. In Russia: The Story of War
Gregory Carleton explores how this belief has produced a myth of exceptionalism that pervades Russian
culture and politics and has helped forge a national identity rooted in war.

While outsiders view Russia as an aggressor, Russians themselves see a country surrounded by enemies,
poised in a permanent defensive crouch as it fights one invader after another. Time and again, history has
called upon Russia to play the savior?of Europe, of Christianity, of civilization itself?and its victories,
especially over the Nazis in World War II, have come at immense cost. In this telling, even defeats lose their
sting. Isolation becomes a virtuous destiny and the whole of its bloody history a point of pride.

War is the unifying thread of Russia’s national epic, one that transcends its wrenching ideological
transformations from the archconservative empire to the radical-totalitarian Soviet Union to the resurgent
nationalism of the country today. As Putin’s Russia asserts itself in ever bolder ways, knowing how the story
of its war-torn past shapes the present is essential to understanding its self-image and worldview.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Russia: The Story of War.

Perry Payne:

The book Russia: The Story of War make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Russia: The Story of War to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book Russia: The Story of War. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Jesus Curry:

This book untitled Russia: The Story of War to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Brenda Anderson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Russia: The Story of War why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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