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On Friday, April 24, 1885, Captain James Peters took the world’s first battlefield photographs under fire at
the battle of Fish Creek in the Canadian Northwest Territory of Saskatchewan. As Captain of the Royal
Canadian Artillery’s “A” Battery—part of the North West Field Force—he subsequently managed to expose
over seventy glass plates for the duration of the battles at Duck Lake and Batoche as well, many of them
again during combat with the enemy, both on the ground and on horseback. In addition to his photographic
documentation of the “Northwest Rebellion” he was also a war correspondent for the Quebec Morning
Chronicle. His regular dispatches, together with his images, serve as a pioneering addition to the history of
war correspondents and are presented here for the first time in their entirety.

This watershed in the documentation of history was created by photographic technology, advanced to the
point where “naturalist” or “detective” cameras, which came on the market in 1883, could be carried slung
over the shoulder. Their faster shutter speed now allowed for hand-held photography. These cameras used
coated plates that did not require preparation and could be stored for later development. Suddenly, the only
restriction on any photographer was access to the action.

Neglected for over 120 years, these images literally shine new light on the War of 1885—particularly the
second part of the campaign against the Indians under Big Bear, Poundmaker and Miserable Man. They are
frankly astonishing in both their eerily haunting visual impact and as much by the mere fact that they even
still exist.

Documenting the moment when the eighteen-year-old country of Canada turned away from becoming a
Métis Nation by declaring war on its own people, this book refutes much of the revisionist history in John
Ralston Saul’s A Fair Country.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

This book untitled Circumstances Alter Photographs: Captain James Peters' Reports from the War of 1885 to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Jorge Hinkley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Circumstances Alter Photographs: Captain James Peters' Reports
from the War of 1885 can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Tracy Rojas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Circumstances Alter Photographs: Captain James Peters' Reports from the War of 1885 offer
you a new experience in looking at a book.

Sharon Scott:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Circumstances Alter Photographs:
Captain James Peters' Reports from the War of 1885 can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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