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Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present considers the aesthetic, cultural, and
philosophical facets of a temporal paradox in the works of French novelist Claude Simon (1913-2005), and
its broader implications for the study of narrative, and for cultural and post-modern theory. This paradox
emerges from the problematic representation of the past through an aesthetic rooted in an exclusive
valorization of the present. In his 1985 Nobel speech, as well as on other numerous occasions, Simon
expressed a fascination with simultaneity through the provocative claim that he never wrote about the past,
but attempted to capture only what was happening during the writing process, that is, in the “present of
writing,” as he put it. Simon’s seemingly unambiguous claim raises significant issues and contradictions that
become extensively apparent when the statement is considered in the light of his fictional works, since these
must be construed, for the most part, as explorations of the past. In this study Alina Cherry propose to look at
the tensions that arise from this paradox, and examine the present of writing holistically—that is both as a
stylistic device and within the thematic context of Simon’s works—in order to assess its capacity for
becoming an instrument of ontological and epistemological inquiry that can also intervene powerfully in the
decisive philosophical and socio-political debates that have animated the cultural landscape of post-World
War II France. Simon’s vivid portrayals of suffering and devastation open new ways of understanding the
impact of some of the most traumatic historical events of the twentieth century: the two World Wars and the
Spanish Civil War. This impact is necessarily connected with a need to tell these events, and to tell them in
highly innovative ways, namely by creating a distinctive style that revolutionizes the outworn narrative
traditions of a world whose very foundations have been shattered by the chaos of war and effectively
undermines various institutions and dominant socio-cultural structures, revealing implicitly and explicitly, a
strong ethical vein.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Turk:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Claude Simon: Fashioning the
Past by Writing the Present book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jorge Eaton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present can
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Edward White:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Lawrence Abbate:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past
by Writing the Present or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Claude Simon: Fashioning the Past by Writing the Present to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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