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This richly illustrated volume is a new contribution to our understanding of holy foolishness (iurodstvo) in
Russia as a unique expression of national identity. Its articles elucidate the genesis, nature, and development
of holy foolishness in the medieval period and its on-going significance as a broadly cultural and religious
paradigm. Sweeping in its scope, this volume is pioneering in several respects: addressing holy foolishness
from its Byzantine origins to postmodern, contemporary Russia, it offers innovative explorations of
hagiographical, historical, poetic, and liturgical aspects of writings about such seminal holy fools as Andrew
of Constantinople, Isaakii of the Kiev Caves Monastery, and Kseniia of St. Petersburg; the first English
translation of A. M. Panchenko's classic study of holy foolish phenomenology, "Laughter as Spectacle"; and
new discussions of miniatures accompanying the text of St. Andrew's vita. Further, it addresses foundational
moments in the institutionalization of holy foolishness: the Church calendar commemorations of holy fools
inherited from Byzantium; the first Russian holy foolish narrative; the genesis of the Intercession cult in the
vita of Andrew the fool; the first holy foolish vita with verifiable facts about the protagonist's life; the first
canonized Russian female holy fool, Kseniia of St. Petersburg; and comprehensive treatments of holy
foolery's culturological significance for Leningrad underground poets, Soviet and post-Soviet performance
art, and postmodern thinkers. The volume's innovative interdisciplinary approaches and engagement with the
newest scholarly literature assure its broad appeal to students and teachers of Russian culture, and of
comparative and religious studies, and offer a new basis for exploration of this spiritually and culturally
complex phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Holy Foolishness in
Russia: New Perspectives. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Sheila Nathan:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Holy Foolishness in Russia:
New Perspectives book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Helen Scott:

This Holy Foolishness in Russia: New Perspectives usually are reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Holy Foolishness in Russia: New Perspectives can be
on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Holy Foolishness in Russia: New Perspectives giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Wayne Hankinson:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Holy Foolishness in Russia: New Perspectives to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the book Holy Foolishness in Russia: New Perspectives can to be your new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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