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How Cunningham transformed postwar culture through collaboration
Renowned as both choreographer and dancer, Merce Cunningham (1919–2009) also revolutionized dance
through his partnerships with the many artists who created costumes, lighting, films and videos, and décor
and sound for his choreographic works. Cunningham, together with partner John Cage, invited those artists
to help him rethink what dance could mean, both on the stage and in site-responsive contexts. His notion that
movement, sound and visual art could share a “common time” remains one of the most radical aesthetic
models of the 20th century and yielded extraordinary works by dozens of artists and composers, including
Charles Atlas, John Cage, Morris Graves, Jasper Johns, Rei Kawakubo, Robert Morris, Gordon Mumma,
Bruce Nauman, Ernesto Neto, Pauline Oliveros, Nam June Paik, Robert Rauschenberg, Frank Stella, David
Tudor, Stan VanDerBeek, Andy Warhol and La Monte Young, among many others. These collaborations
bring to the fore Cunningham’s direct impact upon postwar artistic practice.
This 456-page volume, published in conjunction with the Walker Art Center and MCA Chicago’s exhibition,
reconsiders the choreographer and his collaborators as an extraordinarily generative interdisciplinary
network that preceded and predicted dramatic shifts in performance, including the development of site-
specific dance, the use of technology as a choreographic tool and the radical separation of sound and
movement in dance. It features ten new essays by curators and historians, as well as interviews with
contemporary choreographers?Beth Gill, Maria Hassabi, Rashaun Mitchell and Silas Riener?who address
Cunningham’s continued influence. These are supplemented by rarely published archival photographs,
reprints of texts by Cunningham, Cage and other key dancers, artists and scholars, several appendices and an
extensive illustrated chronology placing Cunningham’s activities and those of his collaborators in the context
of the 20th century, particularly the expanded arts scene of the 1960s and 1970s. This book is an essential
volume for anyone interested in contemporary art, music and dance.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Merce Cunningham: Common Time. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Merce Cunningham: Common Time. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michel Wilkerson:

Why? Because this Merce Cunningham: Common Time is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Barbara Shephard:

Beside that Merce Cunningham: Common Time in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Merce Cunningham: Common Time because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

Jerry Carley:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the idea when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Merce Cunningham:
Common Time to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Merce Cunningham: Common Time can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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