
The Changing Scale of American Agriculture
John Fraser Hart

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813922291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813922291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813922291


The Changing Scale of American Agriculture

John Fraser Hart

The Changing Scale of American Agriculture John Fraser Hart

Few Americans know much about contemporary farming, which has evolved dramatically over the past few
decades. In The Changing Scale of American Agriculture, the award-winning geographer and landscape
historian John Fraser Hart describes the transformation of farming from the mid-twentieth century, when
small family farms were still viable, to the present, when a farm must sell at least $250,000 of farm products
each year to provide an acceptable level of living for a family.

The increased scale of agriculture has outmoded the Jeffersonian ideal of small, self-sufficient farms. In the
past farmers kept a variety of livestock and grew several crops, but modern family farms have become highly
specialized in producing a single type of livestock or one or two crops. As farms have become larger and
more specialized, their number has declined.

Hart contends that modern family farms need to become integrated into tightly orchestrated food-supply
chains in order to thrive, and these complex new organizations of large-scale production require managerial
skills of the highest order. According to Hart, this trend is not only inevitable, but it is beneficial, because it
produces the food American consumers want to buy at prices they can afford.

Although Hart provides the statistics and clear analysis such a study requires, his book focuses on interviews
with farmers: those who have shifted from mixed crop-and-livestock farming to cash-grain farming in the
Midwest agricultural heartland; beef, dairy, chicken, egg, turkey, and hog producers around the periphery of
the heartland; and specialty crop producers on the East and West Coasts. These invaluable case studies bring
the reader into direct personal contact with the entrepreneurs who are changing American agriculture. Hart
believes that modern large-scale farmers have been criticized unfairly, and The Changing Scale of American
Agriculture, the result of decades of research, is his attempt to tell their side of the story.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Changing Scale of
American Agriculture will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Angela Harris:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Changing Scale of American
Agriculture can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Kathleen Carroll:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Changing Scale of American Agriculture can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Charles Morris:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Changing Scale of American Agriculture when you essential it?
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