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A woman coming of age today has good reason to wonder what marriage will mean to her. Certainly, it will
no longer imply that her husband will provide for her, as an ability to earn a living is commonly expected of
both men and women. Also, marriage will no longer offer a woman a unique gateway into sexual and
domestic pleasures, since premarital cohabitation has long ago ceased to be a taboo. Marriage will not be a
woman's indispensable passage to motherhood -- up to 40 percent of American first babies are being born
out of wedlock. And, since one in two marriages will end in divorce, it will no longer guarantee a woman
permanent protection in a world that has traditionally been unkind to unmarried women.

In this atmosphere of high ambiguity, it is instructive to look to the past, to see what it meant to be a wife
from the earliest days of civilization to the present, and to explore how the contemporary wife came into
being.

From the perspective of modern marriage, the distinguished cultural historian Marilyn Yalom charts the
evolution of marriage in the judeo christian world through the centuries and shows how radical that
collective change has been. For example, how did marriage, considered a religious duty in medieval Europe,
become a venue for personal fulfillment in contemporary America? How did the notion of romantic love, a
novelty in the Middle Ages, become a prerequisite for marriage today? And, if the original purpose of
marriage was procreation, what exactly is the purpose of marriage for women now?

A History of the Wife is a study of laws, religious practices, social customs, economic patterns, and political
consciousness that have affected generations of wives: in ancient Greece, where daughters were given by
fathers to husbands to create legitimate offspring; in medieval Europe, where marriage was infused with
religious meaning; during the Reformation and the Age of Enlightenment, when ideals of companionate
marriage came to the fore; and in twentieth century America, where a new model of spousal relationships
emerged.

This rich, lucid chronicle of the turning points in a History of the Wife includes unforgettable stories about
married women who have rebelled against the conventions of their times, from Marjorie Kempe to Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, from Heloise to Margaret Sanger. Drawing extensively from diaries, memoirs, and letters, A
History of the Wife also pays tribute to the ordinary wives who over the centuries changed with and against
the currents they encountered, quietly affecting the legal, personal, and social meaning of marriage.

For any woman who is, has been, or ever will be married, this intellectually vigorous and gripping historical
analysis of marriage sheds new light on an institution most people take for granted, and that may, in fact, be
experiencing its most convulsive upheaval since the Reformation.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

The book A History of the Wife can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the great thing like a book A History of the Wife? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book A History of the Wife has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Billie Duran:

The guide untitled A History of the Wife is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A
History of the Wife from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Alan Williams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A History of the Wife that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick A
History of the Wife become your own starter.

Louis Patrick:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book A History of the Wife. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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