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From a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian comes a riveting history of New York's iconic public hospital
that charts the turbulent rise of American medicine.

Bellevue Hospital, on New York City's East Side, occupies a colorful and horrifying place in the public
imagination: a den of mangled crime victims, vicious psychopaths, assorted derelicts, lunatics, and exotic-
disease sufferers. In its two and a half centuries of service, there was hardly an epidemic or social
catastrophe—or groundbreaking scientific advance—that did not touch Bellevue.
     David Oshinsky, whose last book, Polio: An American Story, was awarded a Pulitzer Prize, chronicles the
history of America's oldest hospital and in so doing also charts the rise of New York to the nation's
preeminent city, the path of American medicine from butchery and quackery to a professional and scientific
endeavor, and the growth of a civic institution. From its origins in 1738 as an almshouse and pesthouse,
Bellevue today is a revered public hospital bringing first-class care to anyone in need. With its diverse,
ailing, and unprotesting patient population, the hospital was a natural laboratory for the nation's first clinical
research. It treated tens of thousands of Civil War soldiers, launched the first civilian ambulance corps and
the first nursing school for women, pioneered medical photography and psychiatric treatment, and spurred
New York City to establish the country's first official Board of Health.
     As medical technology advanced, "voluntary" hospitals began to seek out patients willing to pay for their
care. For charity cases, it was left to Bellevue to fill the void. The latter decades of the twentieth century
brought rampant crime, drug addiction, and homelessness to the nation's struggling cities—problems that
called a public hospital's very survival into question. It took the AIDS crisis to cement Bellevue's enduring
place as New York's ultimate safety net, the iconic hospital of last resort. Lively, page-turning, fascinating,
Bellevue is essential American history.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Thornton:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Bellevue: Three Centuries of Medicine and Mayhem
at America's Most Storied Hospital is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Larry Moore:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Bellevue: Three Centuries of Medicine and
Mayhem at America's Most Storied Hospital is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Daniel Bryant:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Bellevue: Three Centuries of Medicine and Mayhem at America's Most Storied Hospital.

Thomas Mitchell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Bellevue: Three Centuries of Medicine and Mayhem at
America's Most Storied Hospital can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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