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From the colonial period to the end of the Civil War, children’s books taught young Americans how to be
good citizens and gave them the freedom, autonomy, and possibility to imagine themselves as such, despite
the actual limitations of the law concerning child citizenship. Imaginary Citizens argues that the origin and
evolution of the concept of citizenship in the United States centrally involved struggles over the meaning and
boundaries of childhood.

Children were thought of as more than witnesses to American history and governance—they were
representatives of "the people" in general. Early on, the parent-child relationship was used as an analogy for
the relationship between England and America, and later, the president was equated to a father and the
people to his children.

There was a backlash, however. In order to contest the patriarchal idea that all individuals owed childlike
submission to their rulers, Americans looked to new theories of human development that limited political
responsibility to those with a mature ability to reason. Yet Americans also based their concept of citizenship
on the idea that all people are free and accountable at every age. Courtney Weikle-Mills discusses such
characters as Goody Two-Shoes, Ichabod Crane, and Tom Sawyer in terms of how they reflect these
conflicting ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this Imaginary Citizens.

Richelle Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Imaginary Citizens can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Thomas Busch:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Imaginary Citizens. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Jessica Palmer:

You will get this Imaginary Citizens by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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