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Although Francesco Petrarca's position as the "father" of Italian Renaissance humanism has long been
acknowledged, the specific meanings of his works and his legacy remain matters of controversy. Basic
questions about the tension between his devotion to secular pursuits and his respect for religious withdrawal,
about the authenticity of his ostensibly autobiographical writings, and about his relationship to scholasticism
still provoke sustained debate. Rereading the Renaissance, a study of Petrarch's uses of Augustine, uses
methods drawn from history and literary criticism to establish a framework for exploring Petrarch's
humanism by approaching it through it central practices of reading and writing.
Carol Quillen argues that the essential role of Augustine's words and authority in the expression of Petrarch's
humanism is best grasped through a study of the complex textual practices exemplified in the writings of
both men. Petrarch's reliance on Augustine is most evident in his ways of reading and in his strategies of
argument. Secondly, she maintains that Petrarch's appropriation of Augustine's words is only intelligible in
light of his struggle to legitimate his cultural ideals in the face of compelling opposition. Finally, Quillen
shows how Petrarch's uses of Augustine can simultaneously uphold his humanist ideals and challenge the
legitimacy of the assumptions on which those ideals were founded.
Interdisciplinary in scope and method, this volume speaks to important debates that span the humanities.
Scholars of literary and historical studies, as well as those in the fields of classical studies, patristics, and
comparative literature, will find in Rereading the Renaissance a solid contribution to their interests.
Carol Everhart Quillen is Associate Professor of History, Rice University.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine,
and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts). You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Rereading the
Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and
Contexts). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Bill Underhill:

The reserve with title Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism
(Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ollie Brooks:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rereading the Renaissance:
Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

William Fields:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Rereading the
Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and
Contexts) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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