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“Tragic and redemptive . . . Updike had Rabbit, Roth has Zuckerman, Richard Ford has Bascombe
and Begley has Schmidt. . . .  [Schmidt Steps Back] is the most ambitious novel [yet] in the Schmidt
cycle.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
 
Full of dark humor, compassion, and heart, Schmidt Steps Back is the most romantic installment yet of the
drama that began with the acclaimed About Schmidt. Now seventy-eight, and just as passionate, sharp, and
endearingly prickly as ever, Albert Schmidt faces a life alone, with only the crumbs of grandfatherly status
and a less-than-demanding position at an international organization to sustain him. His only hope is Alice
Verplanck, the French widow of a former partner, as elusive as she is beautiful. Whether his rusty seduction
skills can lure her from Paris to the Hamptons won’t be known, though, until Schmidt endures one more
ordeal by fire. Hilarious, engrossing, and deeply poignant, Schmidt Steps Back is Louis Begley’s finest novel
yet.
 
Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.

Praise for Schmidt Steps Back
 
“Engaging . . . Begley gets as close to Schmidt as a diarist, inhabiting this man who has been seasoned by a
long life.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“Begley gets inside Schmidt’s fertile WASP brain . . . with subtlety, intelligence, and wit.”—The
Philadelphia Inquirer
 
“The novel grows in Begley’s excellent intricacy . . . to the level of art rather than manners. . . . One cannot
read one of the Schmidt novels without laughing.”—San Francisco Chronicle   
 
“Thoroughly absorbing . . . [a] cause for celebration.”—Salon
 
“[A] superb tragicomedy . . . seductive, subversive, and commanding.”—Booklist (starred review)
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

The book Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading a book Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel being your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Mary Davis:

This Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason of this Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Beside this specific Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Kelly Livingston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Schmidt Steps Back: A Novel.
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