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The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words
One of the English language’s most skilled and beloved writers guides us all toward precise, mistake-free
usage.

As usual Bill Bryson says it best: “English is a dazzlingly idiosyncratic tongue, full of quirks and
irregularities that often seem willfully at odds with logic and common sense. This is a language where
‘cleave’ can mean to cut in half or to hold two halves together; where the simple word ‘set’ has 126 different
meanings as a verb, 58 as a noun, and 10 as a participial adjective; where if you can run fast you are moving
swiftly, but if you are stuck fast you are not moving at all; [and] where ‘colonel,’ ‘freight,’ ‘once,’ and ‘ache’
are strikingly at odds with their spellings.” As a copy editor for the London Times in the early 1980s, Bill
Bryson felt keenly the lack of an easy-to-consult, authoritative guide to avoiding the traps and snares in
English, and so he brashly suggested to a publisher that he should write one. Surprisingly, the proposition
was accepted, and for “a sum of money carefully gauged not to cause embarrassment or feelings of
overworth,” he proceeded to write that book–his first, inaugurating his stellar career.

Now, a decade and a half later, revised, updated, and thoroughly (but not overly) Americanized, it has
become Bryson’s Dictionary of Troublesome Words, more than ever an essential guide to the wonderfully
disordered thing that is the English language. With some one thousand entries, from “a, an” to “zoom,” that
feature real-world examples of questionable usage from an international array of publications, and with a
helpful glossary and guide to pronunciation, this precise, prescriptive, and–because it is written by Bill
Bryson–often witty book belongs on the desk of every person who cares enough about the language not to
maul or misuse or distort it.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

The book The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like wide open and read a book The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Richard Bentley:

The e-book untitled The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words is the book that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mariano Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome Words giving you another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

James Boyett:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Penguin Dictionary of Troublesome
Words is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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