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Marguerite Porete's Mirror of Simple Souls, dating probably to the 1290s, is the oldest known mystical work
written in French, and the only surviving medieval text by a woman writer executed as a heretic. This
volume analyses its use of interconnected allegories that describe the soul's approach toward God in terms of
human social relationships. These include romantic love between lovers in same-sex and mixed-sex pairs,
relations among people of differing social rank such as servants and nobles, and rich and poor engaged in
economic transactions such as taxation and gift-giving. Gender, rank, and exchange serve as remarkably
versatile allegories for spiritual states. Porete uses comparison as an organizing principle that underlies her
supple and creative use of allegory, personification, parables, metaphors, similes, proverbs, and glosses. The
theologian invites her audience to cross boundaries among literal and figurative registers of meaning, in
ways that are emblematic of the soul's ultimate leap toward the divine. Porete's social allegories, the author
contends, can provide us with valuable evidence of a medieval thinker's conceptions of God, gender,
language, and human capacity for change.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Clayton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Allegories of Love in Marguerite Porete's
'Mirror of Simple Souls' (Medieval Women: Texts and Contexts). All type of book can you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Benjamin White:

The e-book with title Allegories of Love in Marguerite Porete's 'Mirror of Simple Souls' (Medieval Women:
Texts and Contexts) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Robert Defazio:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Allegories of Love in Marguerite Porete's
'Mirror of Simple Souls' (Medieval Women: Texts and Contexts) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still question Allegories of Love in Marguerite Porete's 'Mirror of Simple Souls' (Medieval Women:
Texts and Contexts) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Raymond Guajardo:

The book untitled Allegories of Love in Marguerite Porete's 'Mirror of Simple Souls' (Medieval Women:
Texts and Contexts) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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