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No two men were more influential in the early Church than Ambrose, the powerful Bishop of Milan, and
Augustine, the philosopher from provincial Africa who would write The Confessions and The City of God.
Different in background, they were also extraordinarily different in personality. In Font of Life, Garry Wills
explores the remarkable moment when their lives intersected at one of the most important, yet rarely visited,
sites in the Christian world. Hidden under the piazza of the Duomo in Milan lies part of the foundations of a
fourth-century cathedral where, at dawn on Easter of 387, Augustine and a group of people seeking baptism
gathered after an all-night vigil. Ambrose himself performed the sacrament and the catechumens were
greeted by their fellows in the faith, which included Augustine's mother Monnica. Though the occasion had
deep significance for the participants, this little cluster of devotees was unaware that they were creating the
future of the Western church. Ambrose would go on to forge new liturgies, new forms of church music, and
new chains of churches; Augustine would return to Africa to become Bishop of Hippo and one of the most
influential writers of Christianity. Garry Wills uses the ancient baptistry to chronicle a pivotal chapter in the
history of the Church, highlighting the often uncomfortable relationship between the two church fathers and
exploring the mystery and meanings of the sacrament of baptism. In addition, he brings long overdue
attention to an unjustly neglected landmark of early Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Font of Life: Ambrose, Augustine, and the
Mystery of Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity).

Steve Teegarden:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Font of Life: Ambrose, Augustine, and the Mystery of
Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity) to read.

Kathleen Owen:

This Font of Life: Ambrose, Augustine, and the Mystery of Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Font of Life: Ambrose, Augustine, and the Mystery of
Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Font of Life: Ambrose, Augustine, and the Mystery of
Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Font of Life: Ambrose,
Augustine, and the Mystery of Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity) having very good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Judi Orta:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Font of Life: Ambrose,
Augustine, and the Mystery of Baptism (Emblems of Antiquity), you could enjoy both. It is very good



combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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