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Milton’s Paradise Lost. Goethe’s Faust. Aaron Spelling’s Satan’s School for Girls? Laurence A. Rickels
scours the canon and pop culture in this all-encompassing study on the Devil. Continuing the work he began
in his influential book The Vampire Lectures, Rickels returns with his trademark wit and encyclopedic
knowledge to go mano a mano with the Prince of Darkness himself.

Revealing our astonishing obsession with Satan in his many forms, Rickels guides us on an entertaining and
enlightening journey down the darkest corridors that film, music, folklore, theater, and literature have ever
offered. “The Devil represents the father,” Rickels writes in the opening pages, setting the stage to challenge
foundational interpretations of Freudian psychology. The Devil presents not the usual fantasy of immortality,
he explains, but instead provides victims with a paternal origin. Until their preordained deadline is reached,
the Devil’s pitch goes, people will enjoy the pleasure of uninterrupted “quality time” without the threat of
random death. Rickels terms it “Dad certainty”: you know where you came from and you know where you
are going. Despite the grim outlook, Rickels keeps the proceedings amusing, with extravagant wordplay and
buoyant prose.

A stunning cultural and psychological analysis, The Devil Notebooks shows how the prince of occult has
been used—throughout history and across cultures—to represent people’s primal fear of authority and
humanity’s universal suffering. Sharing this cultural moment with the idea of evil being bandied about in our
political discourse, the supposed satanic influence of pop music on our children, and a wildly popular book
series on the end of the world, The Devil Notebooks is a sweeping and timely work that sheds light on the
source of human fear and dread in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Cohn:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Devil Notebooks. All type of book
is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Judith Bowman:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Devil Notebooks to
read.

Jennifer Stephens:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list will be The Devil Notebooks. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Robert Victor:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Devil Notebooks we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Devil
Notebooks. You can more attractive than now.
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