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In The Extravagant, Robert Baker explores the interplay between poetry and philosophy in the modern
period, engaging a broad range of writers: Kant, Wordsworth, and Lyotard in a chapter on the sublime;
Rimbaud, Nietzsche, and Bataille in a chapter on visionary quest; and Kierkegaard, Dickinson, Mallarme,
and Derrida in a chapter on apocalyptic negativity. His guiding concern is to illuminate adventures of
extravagant or wandering language that, from the romantic period on, both poets and philosophers have
undertaken in opposition to the dominant social and discursive frames of a pervasively instrumentalized
world. The larger interpretative narrative shaping the book is that a dialectic of instrumental reason and
creative negativity has been at work throughout modern culture. Baker argues that adventures of exploratory
wandering emerge in the romantic period as displaced articulations of older religious discourses. Given the
dominant trends of the modern world, however, these adventures repeatedly lead to severe collisions and
crises, in response to which they are later revised or further displaced. life, poetries and philosophies at odds
with these structures are forced to criticize and surpass earlier voices in their traditions that seem to have lost
a transformative power. Thus, Baker argues, these adventures gradually unfold into various discourses of the
negative prominent in contemporary culture: discourses of decentering, dispersing, undoing, and erring. It is
this dialectic that Baker traces and interprets in this ambitious study.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Extravagant: Crossings of Modern Poetry and
Modern Philosophy, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

John Morris:

The Extravagant: Crossings of Modern Poetry and Modern Philosophy can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Extravagant: Crossings of Modern Poetry and Modern Philosophy although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Thomas Schroeder:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Extravagant: Crossings of Modern Poetry and Modern
Philosophy can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Extravagant: Crossings of
Modern Poetry and Modern Philosophy.

Carmen Bell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the The Extravagant: Crossings of Modern Poetry and Modern Philosophy when you needed it?
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