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The details of Charmian Clift's life have often been in danger of overwhelming an appreciation of her work,
and in this biography, Nadia Wheatley peels away the myths to give us the real story of Charmian's life and
work. So many details of her life were taken by her husband, George Johnston, and used in his novels "My
Brother Jack" and "Clean Straw for Nothing", that it has been difficult for readers to know where fiction
begins and where the truth lies. Charmian Clift was born in Kiama in 1923, and after a stint in the Army
during the war, became a journalist on Melbourne's "Argus" newspaper. There she met and fell in love with
the dashing "golden boy" war correspondent, George Johnston. However, as George was already married,
their affair caused a scandal, which resulted in their both leaving the paper and moving to Sydney. There
they collaborated on their first novel, "High Valley", which won the prestigious Sydney Morning Herald
prize in 1948. They became the sparkling centre of a circle of writers and artists, and during this period their
first two children, Martin and Shane, were born. In 1951 the family moved to London, and in 1954 to
Greece. Greece represented freedom from the constrictions of conventional life and marked a serious
commitment by both Charmian and George to make their way as writers. During the nearly ten years they
spent in Greece, Charmian wrote two books about their experiences, "Mermaid Singing" and "Peel Me A
Lotus", and two novels, "A Walk to the Paradise Gardens" and "Honour's Mimic". On the island of Hydra,
they became the centre of a loose group of expatriates and travellers and rubbed shoulders with the likes of
Sidney Nolan and Leonard Cohen, as well as a young Rodney Hall. The details of Charmian and George's
private lives in Greece inspired a good deal of gossip and helped fan the flames of the image of Charmian the
sexual free spirit. When George wrote his classic novel "My Brother Jack", Charmian was literally beside
him every step of the way, and one of the things this biography reveals is the nature of this unique literary
partnership. Johnston and Clift wrote three novels together, but their literary partnership did not stop there.
The character of Cressida Morley in George's "My Brother Jack" and its sequel "Clean Straw for Nothing"
was based not simply on Charmian herself, as many assume, but on a character Charmian had been moulding
in her own fiction. In this biography, Nadia Wheatley untangles fact from fiction, and gives us both a portrait
of an immensely talented woman, and the unique literary partnership she shared with George Johnston.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Barnes:

This The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Life
and Myth of Charmian Clift without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift can bring whenever
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift having very good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jeanne Newman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Life and
Myth of Charmian Clift suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled The Life and Myth of Charmian Cliftis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rene Hudson:

The guide untitled The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift is the reserve that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Bernard Taylor:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is The Life and Myth of Charmian Clift this reserve consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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