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One man’s quest to find the oldest Bible scrolls in the world and uncover the story of the brilliant, doomed
antiquarian accused of forging them.

In the summer of 1883, Moses Wilhelm Shapira—archaeological treasure hunter and inveterate social
climber—showed up unannounced in London claiming to have discovered the oldest copy of the Bible in the
world.

But before the museum could pony up his £1 million asking price for the scrolls—which discovery called
into question the divine authorship of the scriptures—Shapira’s nemesis, the French archaeologist Charles
Clermont-Ganneau, denounced the manuscripts, turning the public against him. Distraught over this
humiliating public rebuke, Shapira fled to the Netherlands and committed suicide.

Then, in 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Noting the similarities between these and Shapira’s
scrolls, scholars made efforts to re-examine Shapira’s case, but it was too late: the primary piece of evidence,
the parchment scrolls themselves had mysteriously vanished.

Tigay, journalist and son of a renowned Biblical scholar, was galvanized by this peculiar story and this
indecipherable man, and became determined to find the scrolls. He sets out on a quest that takes him to
Australia, England, Holland, Germany where he meets Shapira’s still aggrieved descendants and Jerusalem
where Shapira is still referred to in the present tense as a “Naughty boy”. He wades into museum storerooms,
musty English attics, and even the Jordanian gorge where the scrolls were said to have been found all in a
tireless effort to uncover the truth about the scrolls and about Shapira, himself.

At once historical drama and modern-day mystery, The Lost Book of Moses explores the nineteenth-century
disappearance of Shapira’s scrolls and Tigay's globetrotting hunt for the ancient manuscript. As it follows
Tigay’s trail to the truth, the book brings to light a flamboyant, romantic, devious, and ultimately tragic
personality in a story that vibrates with the suspense of a classic detective tale.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

The book The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Lost Book
of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open up and read a guide The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's
Oldest Bible. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Nicholas Walsh:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Lost Book of
Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gayle Stalder:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life



with that book The Lost Book of Moses: The Hunt for the World's Oldest Bible. You can more desirable
than now.
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